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CONFERENCE EXAMINES KEY ASPECTS OF AGING AT HOME AND ABROAD
MISSOULA The world is aging. In America, as in China. Japan and elsewhere in Asia, people aged 65
or older are the most rapidly growing segment of the population. This “silver tsunami,’' as it is
sometimes called, has enormous implications with regard to the work force, Social Security,
national security, health, housing, transportation and family relations. It also is clearly at the
center of the current debate over health care reform.
The University of Montana’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center will host a conference
Wednesday through Friday, Sept. 23-25, that directly addresses these critical issues from a
variety of local, national and international perspectives. The event, the center’s silver anniversary
conference, is titled “Methuselah’s Challenge: Aging in Asia and America.”
All conference events are free and open to the public.
‘“ Methuselah's Challenge' to all of us is to strive in the public arena and through
personal efforts to make old age a time of hope and fulfillment rather than a time of fear and
isolation,’ Mansfield Center Director Terry Weidner said. “Our conference brings top experts
from the state, nation and around Asia for a ‘global conversation’ about how best to do this.”
The program begins at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the University Center Theater, when
keynote speaker Nicholas Eberstadt, an internationally renowned demographer at the American

Enterprise Institute, delivers a lecture titled “The New Silver Age: How Aging is Changing
America, Asia and the World.’'
The main conference kicks off on Thursday with a welcome and introduction at 10 a.m.
in the University Center Ballroom. Later two full-length feature films on aging will be shown:
“The Way Home” (Korea) from 4:30 to 6 pm . and “The King of Masks” (China) from 7 to 9
pm . The conference concludes Friday with two more panels and a community dialogue featuring
three Missoula high school students and four community elders sharing their thoughts, ideals and
hopes for our community, state, nation and world.
All events are free and open to the public. Apart from the opening lecture, everything will
take place in the third-floor University Center Ballroom. The conference is co-sponsored by UM
Continuing Education, the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation and the Sasakawa Peace
Foundation of Japan.
For more information, visit http://www.umt.edu/mansfield or call 406-243-2988.
Following is a complete conference schedule:
Wednesday, Sept. 23 (UC Theater)

■ 7:30 p.m. - Keynote lecture: “The New Silver Age: How Aging is Changing America, Asia
and the World.”
Thursday, Sept. 24 (UC Ballroom)

■ 10-10:15 a.m. - Welcome and introduction
■ 10:15-11:45 a.m. - Panel 1: “The Pressure of Demographics”
■ 1-2:30 p.m. - Panel II: “Geopolitical Implications of Aging”
■ 2:45-4:15 p.m. - Panel III: “Elder Care in Asia and America”
■ 4:30-6 p.m. - Film: “The Way Home” (Korea)
■ 7-9 p.m. - Film: “The King of Masks” (China)
Friday, Sept. 25 (UC Ballroom)
■ 9:30-10:45 a.m. - Panel IV: “Living, Learning and Working”
■ 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - Panel V: “End of Life Issues: Medical and Ethical Dimensions”

■ 2-3:30 p.m. - Panel VI: ‘‘Across the Age Divide: A Community Dialogue’’
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